
8th Grade Elective Handout – Toll Middle School 
 

 
Toll Middle School Page 1 Updated 2/19/2020 

VAPA Academy – Yearlong  

Advanced Drama 
This performance-based class gives 8th grade 
students an opportunity to develop 
their talents. Previous experience is not 

necessary, only a willingness to participate and 
perform is needed. The course will introduce the 
students to basic methods of theatrical 
performance and production by offering an opportunity to 
explore ideas and activities, discover abilities and interests 
and evaluate the work of both self and others from an 
artistic point of view, while developing self-expression, 
perception, and evaluation criteria for the art and the artist. 
Beginning Band/Beginning Strings 
This course offers an opportunity for students to begin the 
serious study of an instrument.  No previous musical 
experience is necessary.  Training is available on woodwind, 
brass, string, and percussion instruments.  Students must 
commit to daily practice at home and will be expected to 
participate in concert performances.  
 

Concert Band Open to all experienced wind and 
percussion students.  Wind players should be familiar 

with techniques for good tone production and should 
have some experience with major, minor, and 

chromatic scales.   Percussion students need to know the 
basic snare drum rudiments and have experience playing 
mallet instruments.  Students are expected to participate in 
concert performances and at music festivals.   

 
Orchestra 
Open to all experienced string students with 

a good knowledge of major and minor scales, 
correct fingering and positions.  Students are expected to 
participate in concert performances and at music festivals.   
 

Choir – All Levels This elective class is for 
students who like music and who enjoy 

singing.  Students will learn to read music as 
well as work to develop their voice in preparation for music 
in high school.  The Choir sings at festivals and concerts.  
Willingness to rehearse is a must. 
 

Intro to Media and Digital Arts 
This course fosters an interest in the technical 
aspects of digital music design, recording and 
editing. It also covers the skills necessary for 

setting up a home studio, running live stage-based sound 
reinforcement, and managing the audio portion of live 
studio broadcasts. It is a pathway course for students 
interested in taking either stage technology or music 
technology in high school. 
 
 
 

World Language Academy - Yearlong 

 
French 1-2  
This course provides an introduction to the French-

speaking world through the study of language and culture.  
Students develop oral and written proficiency through 
dialogues, movies in French, learning games, and computer 
lab assignments. French 1-2 is a stepping-stone to continued 
study at the high school level. This course is part of the A-G 
college entrance requirements. 
 

Italian 1-2 
This course offers an introduction to the Italian 

language through the study of language and 
culture.  Students develop beginning 
proficiency in both spoken and written 

Italian.  Italian 1-2 is a stepping stone to 
continued study and the high school level and this course 
meets the A-G college admission requirements. 
 
Korean 1-2 
This course offers an introduction to the 
Korean language through the study of language and 
culture.  Students develop beginning proficiency in both 
spoken and written Korean.  Korean 1-2 is a stepping stone 
to continued study and the high school level and this course 
meets the A-G college admission requirements. 
 

Spanish 1-2  The study of Spanish is a practical 
and rewarding elective that builds a strong 
foundation for oral and written fluency by the 

year’s end.  We work hard, but our academic pacing is 
sprinkled with games and interactive experiences. Special 
features include an annual field trip and a C-D Rom tutorial 
which the whole family can enjoy!  This course is part of the 
A-G college entrance requirements. 
 
FLAG: Spanish, Korean, Armenian, Italian, French 
These advanced language classes are for students able to 
read, write and speak Spanish, Korean, Armenian, Italian or 
French at their current grade level. By the end of the class, 
students will be able to read literature, write essays and short 
paragraphs. Students interested in these classes must submit 
writing samples in the appropriate language and have an 
interview to assess speaking skills. These courses are for 
students with strong language abilities. 
 

Leadership Academy – Yearlong 

Junior Assistant:  Junior Assistant is a position of 
trust requiring responsibility and maturity on the 
part of the student.  Students who sign up for the 

Junior Assistant course may work in the classroom 
with a specific teacher or in the office with various staff 
members.  Both environments provide the students with an 
opportunity to use basic business skills such as filing, 
alphabetizing, and professional inter-personal skills. These 
positions help the students to develop personal responsibility, 
organization and communication skills.  Students must have 
excellent attendance, grades and citizenship marks to be 
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considered for this class.  Qualified students will receive 
an application. After receiving the application, students 
wishing to work for a teacher, must get approval using the 
application form. 
 

Student Government (ASB) Are you interested 
in being an active participant in school activities?  
Do you like planning and organizing dances and 

school wide competitions? If so, Student Government is for 
you!  This class gives students the opportunity to develop 
their skills in cooperation, initiative, responsibility and 
citizenship. Application required.  
 
Yearbook   This class is for 7th and 8th graders who are very 
responsible and want to help create Toll’s annual yearbook! 
Students will help with the production of the yearbook by 
taking photos, designing pages, and writing about the events 
represented in the photos. If you're ready to work hard, have 
fun, use your computer skills, and help produce a beautiful 
yearbook, this class is for you! This course requires some after 
school hours.  Application required 
 
 

STEAM (CTE) Academy-Yearlong 

 Advanced Art 1-2 
This course will introduce the student to the 
various ways of producing artistic pieces in the 
areas of drawing, design, color, painting, 
three-dimensional, and printmaking. 

Motivation will be provided by the use of universal themes, 
historical and cultural examples, and creative expression. 
Evaluation will be based on technique, use of perceptual 
tools, craftsmanship, and personal involvement. 
 

Advanced Tech Lab 
In this course students will develop technical 
literacy, the ability to understand, use and 
manage information. The course integrates 

academic concepts in math, science, reading, and narrative 
and persuasive writing. Project work engages students in 
hands-on challenges: mini problems, minor projects, and 
major open-ended digital design initiatives. 
 

Culinary 1-2   
This high school level course is for students who 
plan on a career in food industry or continuing on 

the Food Service and Hospitality Pathway in high school.  
This one-year course focuses on cooking skills and techniques, 
careers and cultural foods with an emphasis on industry 
standards.  Students will prepare food for themselves and 
others as they gain experience in the kitchen.  Students must 
have completed Intro to Culinary and receive a teacher 
recommendation. 
 
 
 
 

Intro to Careers in Education This course will provide 
students with the basic skills required to be 
successful in careers in the education field. 
Students will explore what is involved in 
working with children and explore the role of a 
teacher. 
 
Life Management This yearlong course equips 

students with essential skills for living.  They will gain life 
management skills through leadership and career 
development activities in the areas of child development 
and guidance, consumer education, family 
and human development, fashion, textiles, 
apparel, food and nutrition, housing and 
furnishings, and individual and family 
health.  This class includes lessons and 
hands-on experiences with cooking, 
sewing, and interior design. 

Small Engines & Basic Automotive 
Electrical This course introduces middle 
school students to internal combustion 
gasoline engine technology. This class gives 

students an understanding and working knowledge of all 
engine systems. Academic work in the classroom will be 
applied in a “hands on” engine lab.  Live-running single 
cylinder engines will expose students to practical real-world 
activities related to engine service and repair.   The second 
semester focuses on basic electricity concepts in automotive 
technology. 
 
 
 
Intro to Applied Technology 
Students learn cutting edge 
technologies and collaborate directly 
with teachers to implement 21st 
century skills into the classroom.  
Students will develop skills related to computer technologies, 
concepts, and terminology. Students learn the functions of 
computers in education, business, and society.  Course covers 
computer-related issues such as ethical solutions, social 
networking, and media sharing. Students will use word 
processing, spreadsheet, database, and presentation 
software in hands-on experiences. While working with 
teachers as mentors, students will troubleshoot computer 
problems in hardware and software in general computer 
usage. 
 

Exploring Family Consumer Science This 
semester long exploratory class equips students 
with essential skills for living.  It focuses on 
teaching students skills for managing personal, 

family, and work responsibilities.  This course 
includes lessons and hands-on experiences in 

content areas such as consumer education, individual and 
family health, fashion (sewing) and interior design, food and 
nutrition (cooking). 
 
 


